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Why is NCIDQ Certification Important?

• Industry Standard

• Differentiator

• Recognized by nearly all regulated jurisdictions in North America

• Increased Salary Potential
• NCIDQ certification makes a difference.  Median salary is $16k higher compared to those not 

currently holding any type of certifications and credentials.
Source: ASID 2019 Interior Design Salaries & Benefits: General Report

• Those with an NCIDQ certification reported a median salary $10,000 greater than those without 
($70,000 versus $60,000).

Source: 2018 IIDA Interior Design Compensation Report



What You Need to Know

• Recent News for 2021

• Exam Information
• Basics and Exam Blueprints

• Application Process
• Eligibility Paths – Education + Work Experience

• Dates, Deadlines, and Fees

• Studying for the Exams

• Certification

*For all information and questions, please visit www.cidq.org.

Important

http://www.cidq.org/


Recent News for 2021

• New exam blueprints are in effect for the spring 2021 administration.  
These blueprints reflect the results of the 2019 Practice Analysis 
(survey of the profession).  

• Candidates taking the Practicum Exam are utilizing and applying new 
codes.

Important



Exam Basics

The NCIDQ Exam consists of 3 separate sections:

*The IDFX and IDPX Exams each contain 25 ungraded pre-test questions.  The PRAC Exam contains 15 ungraded pre-test questions, 5 per case 
study.

Exam Name Format Number of Questions Duration

Fundamentals (IDFX) Multiple Choice 125* 3 hours

Professional (IDPX) Multiple Choice 175* 4 hours

Practicum (PRAC) Hot Spot, Drag and Place, Fill in the Blank 120* 4 hours

2020 Statistics

Exam Name Exams Administered Passing Rate

Fundamentals (IDFX) 1,628 69%

Professional (IDPX) 1,386 64%

Practicum (PRAC) 1,285 73%



Practicum Exam

• No drawing

• Not software specific

• 120 total questions

• 4 hours in duration

• 3 separate case studies (large commercial, small commercial, residential) 
with provided resources (tabs)

Demo available on YouTube: https://youtu.be/tOiw9Wll7cQ and 
at https://www.cidq.org/practicum

https://youtu.be/tOiw9Wll7cQ
https://www.cidq.org/practicum


*For full eligibility paths and work experience 
requirements, visit https://www.cidq.org/paths.

Eligibility Paths

Education

Official education transcripts must include 
a minimum of 60 semester or 90 quarter 
credit hours of post-secondary interior 
design coursework that encompasses a 
certificate, degree, or diploma from an 
accredited institution to be eligible.

Experience Hours must be earned and 
affirmed by a Direct Supervisor and/or 
Sponsor*
• Up to 1,760 hours of interior design work 

experience, earned prior to graduation, may 
be included in overall work experience total.

https://www.cidq.org/paths


Application Requirements

IDFX ONLY
• Request school to email official transcript(s) to CIDQ directly at transcripts@cidq.org (preferred method) or mail in 

sealed, official transcript(s).
• Pay application fee and submit. 

PLUS apply for IDPX/PRAC (after approval of IDFX ONLY and completion of work experience)
• Request school to email official transcript(s) to CIDQ directly at transcripts@cidq.org (preferred method) or mail in 

sealed, official transcript(s).
• Upload completed work verification form(s).
• Pay application fee and submit. 

OR

All Three (3) Sections of Exam (IDFX, IDPX, PRAC)
• Request school to email official transcript(s) to CIDQ directly at transcripts@cidq.org (preferred method) or mail in 

sealed, official transcript(s).
• Upload completed work verification form(s).
• Pay application fee and submit. 

mailto:transcripts@cidq.org
mailto:transcripts@cidq.org
mailto:transcripts@cidq.org


Fees
Fees if Applying in Two Parts*

*Candidates who do not meet the work experience requirement and apply for the IDFX Only first must submit another application for the 
IDPX/PRAC once the work experience requirements have been met.

Fees if Applying for all Three (3) Exam Sections
APPLICATION FEE EXAMS EXAM FEE EXAM PAYMENT & SCHEDULING PERIOD

$225

IDFX $295
Spring: January 3 – March 31

Fall: July 1 – September 30
IDPX $355

PRAC $460

APPLICATION FEE EXAMS EXAM FEE EXAM PAYMENT & SCHEDULING PERIOD

$95 IDFX $295
Spring: January 3 – March 31

Fall: July 1 – September 30$145
IDPX $355

PRAC $460



Dates and Deadlines

*A complete application must be submitted by the application deadline date to be eligible for review for the 
upcoming exam administration.

SPRING EXAMS FALL EXAMS

Applications Accepted
August 1 – January 31
DEADLINE: January 31*

February 1 – July 31
DEADLINE: July 31*

Exam Payment & 
Scheduling Period

January 3 – March 31 July 1 – September 30

Exam Administration April 1 – 30 October 1 – 31



Studying for the Exams



Studying for the Exams



Studying for the Exams – Practicum specific

*To view the full Spring 2021 Practicum Exam Codes, 
visit https://www.cidq.org/study.

https://www.cidq.org/study


Jurisdictional Regulation

• Be sure to check with your local 
jurisdiction to ensure you are in 
compliance with local laws and 
regulations.

*For more information, visit https://www.cidq.org/regulated-jurisdictions.

https://www.cidq.org/regulated-jurisdictions


Thank You!  Any Questions???
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Did you know?  
Educators can request 
a group application 
discount for students 
applying for IDFX Only.  
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